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Frankfurt RheinMain kicks off as 
World Design Capital 2026 
In 2026, Frankfurt RheinMain will be the first region in Germany to hold 
the title of World Design Capital. Under the theme “Let's design Frankfurt 
RheinMain together”, the region is focusing on design as a tool for a liva-
ble, democratic, and economically sustainable future. The program year 
will include up to 2,000 events from 450 projects, which will be realized in 
collaboration with numerous partners from civil society, culture, business, 
universities, and local authorities. The World Design Organization (WDO) 
award recognizes Frankfurt RheinMain for the unique cooperation of 31 
cities and counties and its approach to understanding design as an attitu-
de for participation and innovation. 

Five thematic focal points structure the program year: 
• Shaping Living Environments Together, (February, March, May) 
• Rethinking Learning, Exploring Design (April, July) 
• Future Cycles: Design, Crafts, and Industry (June) 
• Engaging all the Senses (August, September) 
• Design in Dialogue: in Politics and Society (October, November, December) 

Core objectives and design concept of WDC 2026 
The WDC 2026 program aims to achieve the following objectives: improving quali-
ty of life, strengthening regional identity, and raising the international profile of the 
region. Design is understood not only as an aesthetic form, but also as a tool for 
participation, innovation, and sustainable urban development. 

Funding and financing 
World Design Capital 2026 is jointly financed by the State of Hesse, the City of 
Frankfurt, the Frankfurt RheinMain Cultural Fund, cities and municipalities, and 
partner institutions (total volume: approx. €16 million). 
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